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"All are part of the body - no exceptions!"

Jesus' answer to the disciples of John the Baptist may be misleading.  John wants to know if Jesus is the

Messiah, the One to come, the one who was to bring in the reign of God's kingdom.  Jesus' answer is to tell them, to

just look.  What do you see?  We are told that many had been cured of diseases and plagues and evil spirits and that

many who were blind were given sight.  Then Jesus says to them, "Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: 

the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor

have good news preached to them."  

All amazing and wonderful things.  And we could surmise from this, that the kingdom of God that Jesus is

ushering in is one characterized by healings, and miracles.  And this would be true.  But what is happening is much

broader, much greater than that.

Healings were an important part of Jesus' ministry but what happened every time a person was healed, was

more than a physical experience.  When they were healed, they were brought back into the realm of acceptability. 

They could return to the community.  They could step out of the darkness of being ostracized, of being pushed to

the margins of society, of being seen and treated as if they were poison to everyone else, and they could know what

it meant to feel accepted, respected and loved, by Jesus and by the community he was building around him.

Jesus was offering people a whole new world to live in, a world of inclusion, not like the world of

exclusion they had been suffering in.  Jesus' answer to John, was that the kingdom or kin-dom of God that he was

ushering in was one that was big enough for everyone, and everyone should be given a place in it.  In this realm,

everyone was related, everyone was to be seen as an important part.

Paul is saying the same thing to the Corinthians.  In an attempt to stop their infighting and divisions that

have arisen among them, he uses the image of the body to humorously say that no one should be made to feel like

they are not part of the whole, or that they do not belong.  

Because you are a foot and not a hand, does that make you any less a part  of the body?  So, you might be

an ear, then should you think yourself less important because you are not an eye?  C'mon!  Don't you see that every

part is important, though each may be different?  

So it is with God's world.  So instead of seeing your differences as something to divide you and separate

you from one another, you should see them as things that strengthen your unity.  You should focus on that which

unites you - the Spirit of Christ, which is love!  As Paul says, "For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body

- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free (and in another place he includes 'male or female') - and all were made to drink of

one Spirit."

Then he says something very profound.  "If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is

honored, all rejoice together."  This is true in our bodies.  If we stub our toe, our whole body cries out!  If we poke

our eye, or burn our finger, or scrape our knee, our whole body feels the pain, not just the one spot.  Likewise, if we

strengthen our muscles, lose that extra weight, heal a wound, the whole body benefits!  

It's very simple.  We are to live in love and end all behaviors that exclude others.  There is a song I want to

share with you that speaks of those who are excluded.  It's a call to stop doing those things that hurt, and recognize

that we are all in this together, and that no matter what our differences are, in God's eyes we are all the same.  All

are loved and beloved of God.  

(Sing "Don't Laugh at Me")


